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PREFACE.

It was altogether a chance circumstance which suggested to me

the idea of noting down the following loose and desultory jottings

regarding Glasgow and its Environs, and particularly respecting

the Low Green and its neighbourhood. I possessed little informa-

tion on the subject of the early history of this our first public

park, except what had been taken notice of by our different

Glasgow historians ; but being in the ninety-second year of my
age, and remembering the state of the locality in question,

shortly after the date when the Plan annexed to this pamphlet

was drawn up, and seeing that no part of our city has undergone

greater changes than this portion of it, I have thought that a few

notices regarding the said locality may perhaps be acceptable to

many of our citizens, especially to those who take delight in

lingering over stories of olden time.

I eschew all claim to any original information of importance

as to the early history of this district of our city, and now come

forward merely as a gleaner from the works of others, interspersed

with a few of my own memoranda, loosely thrown together.

As I have before stated, it was an accidental circumstance

which turned my attention towards writing a few notanda re-

garding the Low Green of Glasgow, viz., the following letter,

addressed to mc as " Senex," from a stranger :

—
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" To Senex.—Sir,—Many friends here and elsewhere would be highly

gratified were you to be good enough to write any reminiscences of St. Andrew's

Episcopal Chapel here. It is now the oldest of the Episcopal communion in

Scotland, and for many years was the sole chapel in the West, and was fre-

quented by the Dukes of Hamilton, the Lords of Douglas, the Cathcart family,

the Pollocs, and the Mite of Glasgow and vicinity. You might have materials

for a few articles, which would take well.—Yours truly, A. B."

To this request I answered as follows :

—

" To A. B.

—

Sir,—Although it is not in my power to give a satisfactory

account of the early history of the first Glasgow Episcopal Chapel, neverthe-

less, as I possess a plan of the grounds on which the said Chapel and St.

Andrew's Church were erected during the course of last century, I think it

may be interesting to many of our citizens to look back to the days when the

lands in question were lying waste, and open to the public, as if they had

been a mere common in connection with the Old Green of Glasgow.

" Perhaps no part of Glasgow has undergone so great a change within the

memory of our octogenarian citizens as the Old Green and its environs, in

consequence of the Camlachie and Molendinar Burns having been arched over,

and formed into a tunnel ; from the opening up of the south part of the Gallow-

gate, by the formation of London Street and St. Andrew's Square ; by the

erection of the splendid mansions of Charlotte Street upon the ancient lands

of Merkdailly ; and, in short, by the whole of the Saltmarket and the lands

in the vicinity of the Green having been pulled down and rebuilt, so that the

entire space in question has put on quite a new face, and would scarcely be

recognised by our forefathers had they returned to us on furlough.—Yours

truly, Senex."

Such, then, was the origin of the following sheets.
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